4:7 
[A] Said Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel, “There were no days better for 
Israelites than the fifteenth of Ab and the Day of Atonement.” 


[B] For on these days Jerusalemite girls go out in borrowed white dresses 
— so as not to shame those who owned none. 


[C] All the dresses had to be immersed. 

[D] And the Jerusalemite girls go out to dance in the vineyards. 
[E] What did they say? 

[F] ‘Fellow look around and see — choose what you want. 

[G] “Don’t look for beauty. look for family: 


[H] ‘Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the 
Lord will be praised’” (Prov. 31:30). 

[I] And it says, “Give her of the fruit of her hands and let her works 
praise her in the gates” (Prov. 31:31). 


[J] And so it says, “Go forth, you daughters of Zion, and behold King 
Solomon with the crown with which his mother crowned him in 
the day of his espousals and in the day of the gladness of his heart” 
(Song of Songs 3:11). 

[K] “The day of his espousals — this refers to the day on which the 
Torah was given. 

[L] “The day of the gladness of his heart’ — this refers to the building of 
the Temple — 

[M] “may it be rebuilt quickly in our days. 

[1:1 A] There is no difficulty understanding the joy of the Day of Atonement, 
for it serves as atonement for Israel. 


[B] But why the fifteenth of Ab? 


[C] R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Yosé: “For it is a good time for 
cutting wood [for the altar]. 


[D] ‘For any wood cut that day does not produce maggots.” 


[E] That is in line with what we have learned there: A piece of wood in 
which a worm is found is invalid for use on the altar [M. Mid.:5]. 


[F] R. Hiyya bar .Ashi in the name of Rab: “It was on that day that Hosea 
b. Elah removed the presidios that Jeroboam ben Nabat had set up on 
the roads [to Jerusalem].” 


